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PREFACE.

BNTRODUCTIONS and Prefaces are

P generally passed over unread, but in
the present case I have to ask the
special attention of the reader to this Preface.
I wish to explain my reason for writing this
work, and the reason why I hope to add -
additional and, perhaps, not altogether irrele-
vant information to a subject on which it might
appear as if there was little more to be said.
My reason for writing this work has been—
that having had the distribution of a large
Relief Fund, confided to me by friends of
Ireland in all parts of the world, I have neces-
sarily derived a great deal of information. A
small portion of this I'und came from Protest-
ant friends in England, and a small portion
from Catholics, While I found amongst both
a kind desire to relieve distress, I could not
but see that there was an extraordinary and
almost total ignorance as to the true state of
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Irish affairs. 1 believe this arose partly from
want of correct historical information, and partly
from a want of that personal knowledge of this
country which could only be obtained by a
residence in it, and by a thoroughly confidential
intercourse with the people.

I use the word confidential, because it is
quite impossible for persons passing hurriedly
through the country to know the real feelings
or the real wants of the people; nor can such
information be obtained even by a temporary
sojourn in Ireland. For the present I must
ask to have this statement taken for granted.
Later, I hope to prove it.

Further, to understand why the Irish people
are so seriously disaffected, needs some know-
ledge of the social state of the poor and middle
classes in England. I believe much misery
and confusion have arisen from a want of
thorough information on this subject. English
gentlemen naturally suppose that the Irish
peasant, or small farmer, has the social advan-
tages of the Englishman of his class, hence,
they cannot possibly understand one-half the
causes which contribute to make Ireland poor
and discontented. The Irish patriot, perhaps,
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does not always give his English friends ¢redit
for their ignorance, nor, probably, unless he
has had dzrect dealings with the poorer classes
in both countries, will he understand it.

Besides this, I have had interviews with
many gentlemen within the past few months,
all holding the most opposite political and
social opinions, who came to discuss these
subjects. And I may add, as an evidence how
much Ireland is misunderstood in England,
that just before we were *proclaimed” in
Kerry for our supposed social disturbance, the
Marquis of Lansdowne left this late one eve-
ning, after we had held a long and most
interesting discussion, and returned home
unattended, unarmed, and in the dark—for in
this little town we have not yet attained to the
advanced civilization of gas. Further, his
lordship informed me that he was leaving in
the morning for shooting in Scotland ; and he
left his young children alone and unprotected
at his place near this. Surely this confidence
ought to be a sufficient answer to the cry for
“coercion,” and the exaggerated reports about
disturbances in Ireland.

KENMARE, October, 1880.






THE CASE OF IRELAND STATED.

My Case 1s :—

1. That English people do not know the
true state of Ireland. Z7hey are sgnorant of st
historically, because they only read the pre-
judiced narratives of English historians. Z/ey
are sgnorenl of st soctally, because they do not
read the Inish papers, and English papers give,
with few exceptions, only one side of the ques-
tion.

That English people suppose the Irish to
be a lawless, indolent, ungrateful race, because
the English papers report ‘ outrages” which
never happened, whereas, in point of fact, there
are far fewer outrages in Ireland than in Eng-
land. I refer to the present work for evidence,
carefully collected, the last (to this date) manu-
. factured outrage being denied by Mr. O’Reilly,
Lord Greville’s agent, who said that the man
said to have been shot at did not exist. The
last English outrage which did happen I find
reported in the ZEcko, where it is stated that
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arsenic sufficient to kill 200 people was placed
in a haunch of mutton which was sent anony-
mously to Mr. Ashdown, the Duke of Cleve-
land’s agent.

That the case of the Irish, or Anglo-Irish,
landlords alone is heard in England, when
nothing is heard of the manner in which so many
of these gentlemen virtually break the law by
compelling their unfortunate tenzuts to evade
Mr. Gladstone’s Land Bill. The English people
ought to know that a law made in England for
the benefit of Ireland is persistently set at defi-
ance by the very gentlemen who are calling the
Irish law-breakers, and who are calling out for
coercion.  Of this I give evidence in the follow-
ing pages.

That the English people know nothing of
the countless injustices done to the Irish tenant
by “rules of estates,” an arbitrary code of laws
enforced by Irish landlords, from which Irish
tenants have no protection. Of this I give
evidence.

That the Irish are not lazy when they refuse
to pay rents which are extortionate, and will
not allow them to have the mere necessaries of
life. Of this I give evidence,

That while the Irish people are snmply ask-
ing for such laws to be made in England as

t
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will protect their lives and "enable them to live
in peace and on the poorest food, the landlords
are clamouring for coercion, so that their tenants
may be compelled either to pay rents which will
not leave them sufficient for bare existence, or
to drive them out of their homes and their
country. Of this I give evidence.

That the present Land League agitation is
simply the strike of a whole nation against
unjust government ; that in all strikes, acts of
violence are committed, for which the leaders
are not responsible ; and that far fewer acts of -
violence have been committed 'in this great
national strike than in any English strike. Of
this I give evidence.

That those who refuse to pay more than
Griffith’s Valuation, are not doing so from dis- _
honest motives, or because they are unwilling
to pay any rent; but that they are doing so on
the principle on which all English labour strikes
are carried out ; t.e., contending for more to be
given to the man, and less to the master—for
more to be given to labour, and less to capital.

That the Irish people cannot in justice give
all to the landlord, and refuse to pay the shop-
keeper, who has given them credit in the
Famine ; z.e., they know of no moral law which
makes it justifiable to give all to the landlord
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and nothing to their other creditors. Of this I

give evidence.

Lastly—I am firmly convinced that the prin-
cipal cause why Irish grievances are not re-
medied is, because [freland is governed at the
caprice of party, and not as an integral portion
of the United Kingdom., .

In any part of England or Scotland the ques-
tion is the general good. For any Irish matter
the question is how it suits party politicians.
Of this also I give evidence from English

sources. The Zimes says :(— ,

- )
“ What we do not find in Sir Stafford’s speech is a due

sense that the next Session will bring us face to face with a
great national question, and that party ties must give way
before the paramount claims of common state interests.
If Sir Stafford will keep clear of the fourth party and its
troublesome ways he may leave the Government to keep
clear of the dangerous advisers whose influence he professes
to be afraid of.” .

The Daily News says :—

“Sir Stafford interprets that the three F’s are ‘fraud,
force, and folly.” In that spirit we may presume will all
proposals for land reform be entertained by his party, but
the hopes of the Conservatives are not in their own strength, -
. Only a lack of thorough union among the Liberals could
even in Conservative opinion give the battle into Conser-
vative hands.”
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Mr. Bright says :—

“ Until now, from the last hundred years, and from longer,
the English Government and the English Parliament have
always come to the rescue of the landed proprietors.
England has done it in the past, and the question now is
whether it will do it in the future.” g

The Standard of November writes :—

“ Lord Salisbury is not the man to underrate the value of
the occasion, but he is too apt to turn it into an opportunity
for the display of rhetorical fireworks. He ought to see in
the condition of Ireland a theme for something more than the
invectives and satire of partisanship. It is not enough
to argue, as Lord Randolph Churchill does, that Irish dis-
turbance and disaffection are simply due to the mistakes
committed by Mr. Gladstone and his colleagues. No man
of sense believes this.

Sir Stafford Northcote turns the whole ques-
tion into ridicule by talking of force, fraud, and
folly, and is it any wonder if Ireland has wearied
of government which depends too often not on
justice, but on whether this or that political
party shall hold the reins of statesmanship ?

“If an Englishman,” writes the Spatafor, *wishes to
know what political shame means, let him read the brilliant
chapter of historical review in Sir Charles Gavan Dufly’s
book on ‘Young Ireland,’ and Ae will feel st for a time a
durden almost too great lo endure.” .
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The Echo says :—

“ There is, as might have been expected, a good deal of
denunciation of the Government, because exceptional
measures have not been taken to prevent crime and outrage
in Ireland. But whatever is done or left undone is sure to
be opposed in certain quarters. If the Government had de-
. cided to call Parliament together to suspend the Habeas
Corpus Act, or to re-enact some stiingent Coercion Act,
they would have been criticised, taunted, and opposed,
either because they had not commenced earlier, or done -
more, and now they have not done so they have exposed
themselves to similar acrimonious comments. The truth is
that it is impossible that the Government can do anything
to please its opponents. The best thing then to be done is,
after surveying the whole of the circumstances, to act for
the benefit of the country, and not attempt to conciliate °
faction or to mitigate the acerbity of irreconcilables,”

Just so. All we ask is, that Ireland will be
governed “for the benefit of the country.”
But when English writers make such state-
ments, Ireland may well be hopeless of justice.

On the motion for the second reading of the
Irish Land Act in 1870, Lord Derby spoke as
follows :— ' A

“] ask you whether the Irish Church would not now
have probably been still on its legs but for the Fenian agita-
tion? I will also ask whether this bill, in its present form,
would have been likely to pass through both Houses of
Parliament if it had not been for long-continued agitation,
supported by many most unjustifiable acts of violence ?”
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Professor Thorold Rogers, writing from Ox-
ford, December 1, 1880, says :—

“ At present I am convinced that, under the guidance of
Lords Caims and Redesdale, the Upper House deliberately
intended to set the English and Irish people by the ears to
increase the difficulties of government and to make concilia-
tory legislation impossible or difficult. But I trust that the
English people will see who is to blame for the, present

situation.”

KENMARE, IRELAND, December 8iA, 1880,












THE CASE OF IRELAND' STATED:
A Plea for my .‘People and my Race.

CHAPTER L.
IRELAND AND PUBLIC OPINION,

On this matter [the state of Ireland] English opinion shapes itself
largely in ignorance, and he does good service to.the common weal who
bears ever so humble a part in m;king known the truth.—Dad)

qura}ﬁ.,

' 210k [HERE is one subject at least,’ on whnch
v t .we cannot complain of neglect on the
part of the English nation. Ireland
and Irish affairs occupy 'so prominent a -place -
in the' public press, that it is' (especially at pre-
sent) impossible to take up a serial or news-
paper in which there is not some article on the
Irish question. Ireland is, indeed, the best
‘written about country in the world. The
press at home and abroad is full of the subject.
In Paris we have the Figaro, the Debats, and
the Univers, cach with its theory or statements
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as widely opposite as the poles, and so in every
continental country. The Cologne Gazette has
even reproached England with her mismanage-
ment of Irish affairs. It would seem then as if
ignorance on Irish subjects could not be the
cause of our chronic state of disturbance, yet
that such is the case we can give ample proof.
Recrimination is not argument, yet, unhappily,
recrimination forms the staple ground of all this
press discussion. Where do we find anything
like calm, impartial discussion ? and yet never
was there a subject which so much needed
it. Ireland, or to speak more accurately, Irish
affairs, have been made too long!the object
of party politics; Irish affairs have not been
treated as if they were imperial aﬁ'aiis; and yet
the Irish people are expected to exhibit on all
occasions an ardent attachment to the English
crown and constitution.

We have asked for centuries to be governed
by English laws; we have been governed for
centuries by the caprice of party politics. Might
it not be well to try, at least for a time, the
effects of governing Ireland as England is
governed—at least until this is done, do not call
us ungrateful, or threaten us with coercion acts.

It is not a little remarkable that the same
policy has been pursued as regards Ireland for



Ireland and Public Opinion. 3

centuries. It has not been successsful; and
might it not be advisable, even as a matter of
common sense, to try a new policy ?

But before any policy can be effected, it must
be grounded on a thorough and personal know-
ledge of the state of Ireland; and unless this
has been obtained, it is equally hopeless to ask
or to attempt any legislation for this country.

Now, there are several subjects, the con-
sideration of which must precede action, and
yet they are precisely the subjects on which
English people have the fewest means of obtain-
ing reliable information.

English opinion of Irish affairs is based on
two separate grounds—it is based on his-
torical knowledge and current opinion. Eng-
lish statesmen, or, to speak more accurately,
the English people, when they discuss Irish
affairs, preconceive that they are correctly in-
formed on these subjects. Never was there a
more fatal delusion. Irish history has been
written much as Irish news is written to-day—
not from facts, but from opinions. Mr. Froude
is nothing if he is not brilliantly inaccurate.
He cannot write a page of the history even of
the English nation with common veracity, yet he
sits down with the air of a judge, from whose
sentence there can be no appeal, to pronounce
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on Irish affairs on the strength of having spent
a short time in Kerry, near Kenmare, where
his family acted in direct contradiction to his
theory by doing acts of kindness to the people.
He writes for a public whom he wishes to
amuse.. He knows it will not criticise any
slander he chooses to write about Ireland,
whatever may be said to the romance he
offers when he writes English history accord.
ing to Froude, in amusing contradiction to
English history according to fact. All this
is of very little consequence as far as English
history is concerned. English people have
truthful histories of England, and they can
very easily test his entertaining fictions by his-
torical facts. His brilliant inventions are’amus-
ing, and on the whole harmless, because they
are known to be the aberrations of a genius,
But the more inventive he is as regards Ireland,
the more sure he is to be believed ; and, as he
is always amusing, he is read. People want
amusement ; truth, plain naked truth, is not
amusing, and they prefer the fiction, of which
he is so untiring a narrator., When the truth
is known about Ireland people may read his
Irish fictitious history as they read his English
fictitious history—for amusement; but they will
look elsewhere for facts.
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Yet it is from such writers that English
people learn Irish history. They have then
not only to learn, but-to unlearn before they
can form a correct opinion on Irish affairs.

Mr. Froude's * English in Ireland” is from
beginning to end a series of inaccuracies. Un-
fortunately we have no Irish Freeman to give
him the contradiction which justice demands.
We can give but one sample of the fiction
which he writes. His admiration for the Nor-
man invaders of Ireland is unlimited, and in his
zeal for his clients he forgets English history.
A glance at Cambrensis would have told him
. the character of the men he delights to honour.

Henry II. landed in Crook, in the county
Waterford, on the 18th of October, 1171.

Contemporary historians do not give a favour-
able character of the English king, though he
purposed t» have come to Ireland to im-
prove it.

Cambrensis says ‘“he was more given to
hunting than holiness.” It would have been
well if he had been given to nothing worse than
hunting.!

1 He was a tyrant to the nobility ; pushed his encroachments on the
holy things of God to & detestable excess, and by a zeal for justice
(but not according to sense) combined, or rather confounded, the rights
of the State and Church, and would make himself all in all, The
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Yet Mr. Froudein ‘“ The English in Ireland”
gives a glowing description of the incalculable
advantages which the barbarous Celt derived
from the administration of the cultivated, en-
lightened,and eminentlyhumane Norman prince.
As there are nearly as many false statements as
there are lines in each page, it would be impos-
sible to refute them seriatim. Mr. Froude does
not appear to have read contemporary history,
either English or Irish.

Some one has said that a fact is always true
after it has happened. It remained for this
historian to evolve a theory out of his inner
consciousness, and then to compose an historical
narrative to support it. The method is simple,
to a person of fertile imagination it is entertain-
ing.

The Normans were perfect, they were “ qua-
. lified and gifted.”® Contemporary writers say
they were gifted—gifted with no scanty share
of depravity, and qualified for any amount of
impiety.? A cardinal pronounced Henry to be

revenues of vacant benefices he seized for his treasury ; and, as a slight
leaven corrupteth the whole mass, while the treasury plundered the
rights of Christ, the impious soldier receives what was due to the
priest.—Cambrensis Kversus, p. 483.
~3 The English in Ireland, vol. 1, p. 16.

8 John of Salisbury gives the following account of another Norman
prince :—*‘ During the reign, shall I call it, or desolating scourge of
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an “audacious liar.,” Count Thiebault, of
Champagne, warned an archbishop not to rely
on any of his promises, no matter how solemnly
they were made. His own son thus graphically
describes the family characteristics :—* The
custom in our family is that the son shall hate
the father ; our destiny is to detest each other;
from the devil we came, to the devil we go.”
Mr. Froude has said nothing about this ; but
he evolves out of his inner consciousness a
wonderful account of how he came to Ireland,
and what his nobles did there. The Irish were
‘“ vagabonds.” “ They were wild and way-
ward ;"' but they were not wayward long—at
least not in Mr., Froude’s history. A mar-
vellous tranquility came over Ireland when
the Normans landed. There was a whole cen-
tury during which the Irish savage had peace
and rest and justice and plenty (in the History
of Ireland, according to Froude). The poor

King Stephen, over clergy and people, there was a universal grasping
of all things; might was truly the only law of right. Many wicked
things he did ; but worst of all, his flying in the face of God and laying
violent hands upon his anointed. But the bishops, though the first,
were not the only victims of His fary. Every man on whom his sus-
picion fell was instantly the doomed prey of his treachery. But the
imprisonment of the bishops was the beginning of the evils of the land
in his day, that even a brief sketch of them would exceed the horrors
of Josephus.”
\ The English in Ireland, p. 17.
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savages became ‘ humane” and “rational,” and
all because (I still quote this very remarkable
historian) the English in Ireland *did not
_destroy the Irish people.” They anly “ ham-
tme.red” the heads of the Celts who were un-
willing to submit, and “drove the chiefs into
the mountains;” but it is not explained how all
this hammering and driving was carried out
peacefully. Contemporary historians, both Eng-
lish and Irish, give a very different account to
Mr. Froude’s, but a person of fertile imagina-
tion does not require authority for his state-
ments.

The Normans “only took the government of
Ireland,” just as a man would take his hat and
cane to go out for a walk. Let those who
doubt look at the original ; but this very calm
and just and extremely dignified “taking the
government” involved dispossessing the chiefs.
This “changed the order of inheritance into an
orderly succession,” according to Mr. Froude ;
the Irish annals call it driving out the rightful
owners and putting in usurpers. Indeed, as
much is admitted in one part of the page, for
here he says :—* The new comers rooted them-
selves in the soil, built castles, gathered about

L

s The English in Irsland, pp. 16-11,
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them velasners of thesr owm blood, who over-
whelmed and held down those whom they forced
to be their subjects.™

In the interval, too, there was *“incessant
fighting and arduous police work.” Yet in the
next breath we are assured all was done peace-
fully.

Such is the fashjon in which the Irish history
of the past has been written, and such being the
case, it is little wonder that a very large majority
of those who legislate for Ireland are absolutely
ignorant of the people whom they govern.

But though the history of the past forms a
considerable element in the discussion of the
events of the present, there are men who are
quite capable of acting on present information.

But what shall be said of not merely suppres-
sions of what would serve to prove the cause of
the Irish tenant, but of actual and outrageous
false reports.

One English gentleman, a Protestant, and, I
must add, a generous benefactor to our poor,
has been sending me English papers regularly
every day for a year or more, with Irish out-
rages carefully marked. It so happened that.
many of these outrages, I might say truly most

' The English in Irdand, p. 17. o
* 1bid, p. 18,
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of them, had been contradicted previously in
Irish papers. And note, these contradictions
were not made anonymously ; they were made
by the very persons to whom they were said to
have happened. But the lie had got the start,
and there was no one to contradict it, and thou-
sands of good Englishmen and women were
shaking their heads over the depravity of the
Irish people, when the depravity only existed
in the wicked imagination of the original in-
ventor of the lie. In the Daily 7Telegraph a
writer informs his readers that “to abolish
landlordism by shooting individual landlords,
these are the end and means of the Land
League.” Well, if this is true, the Land
League has been a complete failure..

Ask the next person you find denouncing
Irish crimes, and talking as if the Irish people
lived in a chronic state of landlord-shooting,
How many landlords have been actually shot?
He will possibly tell you some hundreds. You
cannot take up an English paper in which you
will not find it stated, in the plainest language,
that murder and assassination and outrage is
the state of Ireland at this moment. And
what is the fact? Three landlords have been
killed during the last twelve months. And
this is how English gentlemen misrepresent
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Ireland, and try to raise a cry for “coercion.”
Yet, if we Irish are to believe English papers,
it is England wants coercion, unless, indeed,
the life of landlords is so incomparably above
the lives of other men that there would be no
comparison between the crime of killing a land-
lord and the crime of killing numbers of little
helpless children and aged men and women, or
of murdering strong men for mere gain.

It is, indeed, a grievous thing that even one
landlord should have fallen a victim to the
assassin ; but what of the hundreds who have
fallen victims to English murderers? Is there
no judgment for them? Is their crime no
sin ? |

I know that crime in England does not
excuse crime in Ireland.. But it should obtain
some justice in the consideration of Irish
crime. | |

No wonder some crimes have been com-
mitted in Ireland in consequence of the cruel
evictions and the cruel demands for rent from a-
starving people. Many of these ‘outrages,”
as we have said, are the pure inventions of
unscrupulous men ; but’ many crimes have been
committed. But take them at the most and at
the worst. If one is to accept the reports of
the state of England as given: in the English
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newspapers, English people ought to come to
Ireland for freedom from crime and ptotection
for life and property! When do we hear of
jewel and plate robberies in Ireland, such as
occur frequently in England and remain unde-
tected? If such crimes took place in Ireland,
what cries of righteous indignation there would
be! How fearful it would be to live in such a
country! Above all, how horrible for such
crimes to remain undetected! Every Irishman
and woman would share in the odium for not
hunting out the robbers and giving them up to
justice. But here in this Ireland, where we are
supposed to be in a state of chronic and horrible
crime, Irish gentlemen go to amuse themselves
shooting in Scotland, and leave their houses
unguarded, and their children in the wilds of
Kerry or Connemara, as the case may be, sure
that they will be safe and happy with their
servants and tenants,

And can the Irish people fail to be indignant
at the miserable ingratitude of this class of men,
who add to their oppression of the people, with
whom they knew their children may be left
in safety, the most cruel calumnies on these
people?

A great deal has been said about a few acts
of cruelty to animals in Ireland; but what of
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the reports in the London papers of prosecu-
tions for acts of the most wanton and utterly
uncalled-for cruelty to dumb and defenceless
beasts? It need scarcely be said that cruelty
in England to the brute creation does not
excuse cruelty in Ireland; but those who con-
demn the one ought to condemn the other
equally. And what of the wholesale cruelty
comnmitted on human beings in Ireland, when
in this famine year they were left with little
concern half starving, when a pitiful dole of
food, only fit for dogs, was all that would
be given to them ?

Here is an English account from the Da:ly
Telegraph, of a few days ago, of the state of
affairs in England. Let us suppose for one
moment that such.a state of affairs could by
any possibility be reported as happening in any
part of Ireland, and what a cry there would be
for * coercion,” and for “strong measures,” and
the suspension of the Habeas Corpus Act, and,
above all, for that exercise of ‘firmness” on
the part of the Government, which, during the
famine, was supposed too often to be the proper
course to be adopted when we were starving
for bread, and which is now declared to be the
one thing necessary for the Government of
Ireland, when those who have been supported,
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or, to speak more correctly, have been enabled
to exist during the famine year on public cha-
rity, cannot pay their rents.

If “firmness ” was justice to tenants and the
poor, Ireland would soon be wealthy. But
kere is an English account of the state of
England. .

We confess to rubbing our eyes, and wonder-
ing if Blackheath and Lewisham had slipped in
by mistake for Belfast and Cork. But we do
not know that an English paper has yet declared
that we are obliged to go to sleep in Ireland
fully armed.

“The good people of Blackheath and Lewisham are
already alive to the necessity of going to sleep fully armed,
and the inhabitants of that district should by this time think
no more of hearing a pistol shot in the night than they
might of the deceitful croak of the ventriloquial corn-crake.
If all this banging of firearms lately heard had led to the
arrest of a single burglar, so much gunpowder would not
have been exploded in vain. Unfortunately, the thieves
remain more free than welcome. Sometimes the police are
on the spot, and occasionally the citizen has to fight his
enemies unsupported and unsustained. About two o’clock
on the morning of Monday, Constable Mooney, 34 R, had
an exciting conflict with a couple of intending burglars at
Westcombe Park, Blackheath. The ruffians carried firearms,
which they did not hesitate to use, and the brave officer,
who was struck on the head and stunned, and whose pluck
and determination will, no doubt, have due recognition at
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the hands of his official superiors, narrowly escaped being
shot dead. Almost at the same time when the policeman
was being shot at, in the execution of his duty at Black-
heath, young Mr. Hopkins, son of a clerk in the Bank of
England, was engaged in what might easily have proved a
deadly struggle with a burglar, in his father's home at Lewis-
ham. The brave lad was awakened from his sleep by hear-
ing a noise in the room. He jumped up to lay hold of the
intruder, but was suddenly seized by the throat and half -
strangled. Contriving to escape the grasp of his assailant,
he obtained a loaded revolver from a drawer in the room,
and fired it point blank at the burglar. The pistol missed

fire, just as the ruffian returned the shot, and a ball passed
through the young man'’s shirt. As the burglar retreated
through the window, Mr. Hopkins fired another barrel, this

time taking effectt The wounded scoundrel, however,
managed to escape, leaving a gold watch behind him.”

After making all possible allowance for sensa-
tional writing, which seems inevitable at the
present day, and which will save future his-
torians of the Froude stamp the trouble of
drawing on their imagination, there must be an
underlying truth which shows the state of Eng-
land to be very dangerous. But suppose some
foreign writers were to write of the state of
England, even on such grave ground, in the
same fashion in which English writers expatiate
on the state of Ireland, with what cries of mdng-
nation they would be met!

To-write sensationally of crime in England
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would do no practical harm, and certainly would
not affect the lives or liberties of Englishmen ;
but to write sensationally and untruthfully of
Ireland is a very different matter. To do this .
is to help to continue a state of things in
Ireland which has been denounced even by
English statesrhen, and it is to bring cruel
suffering on a people who have already suffered
cruelly.
The Graplic of October says :—

“ Burglaries around London are as numerous as ever, not-
withstanding the fact that extra police patrols and plain-
clothes men have been placed on duty in the various districts.
The Home Secretary has offered a reward of 100 for the
conviction of the recent burglaries and attempted murders
at Lewisham and Blackheath, with a free pardon to any
accomplices. It is said that the announcement contains a
special clause excluding policemen from participation in the
reward. Robberies from churches and schools have also
been very frequent in the Southern suburbs, and three young

men have been arrested on suspicion of being concerned in
them.”

And we are also inforinied that Mr. Gladstone
was robbed of jewels at Hanbury Hall. What
a state of social disorder and crime all this
reveals| It is no pleasure to record all this;

but it is as much justice to Englind as to
Ireland to do so.

I believe the extent to which falsehood is
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circulated about Ireland is not even imagined
in England. And now this systematic habit of
lying about Irish affairs is extending itself to
the Continent. But, let England beware; to-
day it gives continental writers the whole weight
of its example and approbation in lying about
Ireland. The lesson will be remembered ; and
by-and-by, when England ia her hour of need
and danger is met with a similar fate, she will
have only herself to thank.

Once again, let me ask—is this English
konour P

Is it, then, honourable to lie systematically ?
Is it honourable, when the lie is refuted, to re-
fuse to admit the denial of the falsehood? We
can quite understand how a false report may
find admission into any paper. But when false
reports come to be habitually inserted, it looks
like malice and deliberate fraud. When it
becomes habitual to refuse to deny false reports,
there can be no question that they are deliberate.
Were such reports purely a matter of accident,
honourable men would #¢foice to see them con-
tradicted, for honourable men do not love lying.

French corresponderits are now turning their
attention to Ireland; and, strange to say, it is
the infidel and communistic press that is all in

favour of England’s oppression of Ireland,
. B
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Happy Ireland! She secures the hatred of the
wicked. She is too good, too pure, too holy for
tht:xr foul tongues to name her, except with
scorn. Men who, forsooth, make a love of
liberty their boast, cry out for coercion for Ire-
land.

As I am about to reply by facts to the
calumnies published in the Debass by M. de
Molinari, I will say no more here. My reply
will appear shortly in the Univers.

A few persons may be deceived about Ireland
by these landlord misrepresentations; but the
- people of Europe, the people of America—all
civilized nations and peoples see thatit is to the
eternal discredit of England that Ireland should
be in such a state. England, which boasts of
her learning, and her position, and her honour !
what a discredit that she keeps Ireland for
centuries in misery ; that now, in this nineteenth
. century, Ireland is as poor, as subject to famine,
as discontented as she was 300 years ago !

And foreign countries are not slow to see
where the fault lies, or to see that the only re-
medy offered by England, or rather by a small
and exclusive class of Englishmen like Froude
and  Disraeli and statesmen of this class, is
“ coercion.” Coercion! why England has been
trying coercion with Ireland for 700 years, and
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it has not yet effected any improvement in the
country. Might it not, then, be well for Eng-
land to try something else, at least by way of
experiment,

When England first invaded Ireland, she tried
coercion. The Irish were hunted down like
dogs, sold like slaves, treated like beasts; but
all this coercion did not make the country any
the more prosperous, nor did the English
settlers themselves gain anything by it.

When England thought proper to change her
religion, Ireland, of course, was expected to
follow, and coercion was tried again and again,
but to no purpose. Englishmen got no benefit
by it, nor did English settlers in Ireland benefit
by it. This is the first point which honest
Englishmen should consider : Ireland has been
governed by coercion for hundreds of years, and
no good has been gained by it.

Whenever Ireland rebelled ever so little
against misgovernment * coercion” was the
remedy. It is as if you half-starved a man and
then flogged him for-complaining.

A famine came to Ireland in this last year,
and because the people have complained of the
causes they are to be *“coerced” again, What
do honest Englishmen say to this? I know
what they wlill say, They will say they will not
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allow it ; they will stand up in their power and
forbid it ; they will not fling away their character
for justice because a few Irish landlords will not
act with common humanity.

They may indeed, for want of better infor.
mation, believe all the evil recorded of Ireland
in the past, but their intellect, and perhaps
their hearts, are sufficiently large to let that
pass, and act in the present. For such persons
it is all important that they should be correctly
informed as to the present state of Ireland, and
yet we can show from indisputable sources that
they cannot obtain reliable information from the
press ; yet it is precisely to the press that such
persons look for information. And let this one
point be’ carefully noted, for it is of supreme
moment to England as well as to Ireland.
Though some just-minded Englishmen may be
content to let the dead past bury its dead, yet
they believe Irish history as narrated by Froude
and other historians of his class. Hence, they
are quite prepared to believe reports of out-
rages, because they expect nothing else from
Ireland. Then, when false reports, when ima-
ginary murders or cruelties are narrated with
all appearance of truthfulness by the press, they
are, so to say, naturally believed. It is only
what previous education has led the public to
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expect ; the public, therefore, readily accepts as
true what, under other circumstances, it would
think twice befote it would believe.
But in a question which involves such grave
issues, surely truth should be the first object.
Thete is one important poirit besides delibe-
rate misrepresentation of Ireland; and that is
deliberate and wilful suppressiofi of truth. To
suppress truth is to act a lie, because the sup-
pression is a deliberate act. I how pro-
ceed to give examples of actual anhd most
mischievous suppression of truth, |
The Daily Telegraph, an organ of English
opinion read by thousaiids, perhaps by a million,
of just the very class who most need to know
the truth about Ireland, has articles frequently
on Irish affairs. No doubt it is necessary for
an English newspaper at the present day to be
sensational. The Daily Telegraph, 1 niust
admit, is as sefisational on the teal crimes which
happen in England as on the imaginary outrages
that do not happen in Ireland. But people are
only amused at the sensationalism as far as
England is concetned; as for Irish affairs,
Englishmen are so entirely ignorant of them
that they take all this sensational outcty as true.
Thus what amuses people in the orie case
does a positive and most grave injury in the other
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case. It is a very serious matter to write what
will mislead people on a very important subject.

The Datly Telegraph for October 11th has
an article on Ireland. It treats of the Arch-
bishop of Dublin, of Mr. Parnell, of the Com-
mission, of the Land League, and I do not
know what else besides. So far good. These
are all subjects of public interest. It com-
mences with the bitterest attacks on Ireland,
and recommends “ coercion " as the only remedy,
and it ends with a quite candid admission of
Irish grievances, or rather of Irish wrongs.
This is precisely how the more honest class of
English newspapers write.. They dare not say
out boldly that Irish landlords are determined
to prevent the enactment of laws which would
prevent oppression. So they begin their lead-
ers with bitter taunts against Ireland, and before
they get to the end, their honesty is too much
for them, and they admit the truth.

The Daily Telegrapk did incalculable benefit
to Ireland in the famine by its truthful account
of the state of the country. Why has its editor
not the courage now to report on the state of
the Irish land laws? Probably because he
dare not be truthful, and he does not wish to

be false. The article commence: with a criti-
cism of Dr. McCabe’s Pastoral Letter.
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Now, here is one instance of the suppression
of truth which is carried out so largely in Eng-
lish papers, and which is 7zo¢ creditable to the
honour or honesty of England. Why should
anything be suppressed if people are not afraid
to tell the truth? Why should a letter, or a
leader in a paper, or a report, or a speech give
some bits of extracts because they suit the
views of the English people? And why should
bits be omitted that would tell strongly on the
other side ?

In the condensed summary of news which is
the vade-mecum of so many hurried English
readers, a bit is given from the pastoral to tell
against the Land League; but one of the most
important bits is not given—one which should
be written in letters of gold and put before every
Englishman as the pronouncement of a distin-
guished Irish prelate who condemns all agitation
that seems even to hint at violence even in
words. His Grace says :—

“ The periodic famines with which our people are con-
tinually threatened, the insecurity of their land tenure,
which paralyses the most industrious hands, and the
wretched condition of thousands of families, whose domestic
arrangements might test the temper of a Slave Coast
African—all proclaim that our land laws require a prompt
and thorough revision. On this point we are all united.
All agree that if peace and security are to be firmly estab-
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lished amongst us, it must be by the hand which blots out
those odious laws that constitute the character of oppres-
sion.”

Now, this is an old story. Whenever an
Irish Catholic prelate says anything which
English writers think will tell on their side he
is quoted with qualified approbation, The
approbation in this case is qualified by strongly
expressed remarks about the clerical inferiority
of Irish priests. This is no new proceeding.
In the year 1797 the then Catholic Bishop of
Cork addressed a pastoral to his people im-
ploring them not to join the French, who were
landing in Bantry Bay, but to remain faithful
and loyal to the English Government. So im-
portant was this pastoral considered, and of
such immense value was it to the Government
of the day, that 4,000 copies were printed and
circulated by the Government.

The Lord Lieutenant notices the *“useful
impression ” which was made by this “ judicious
address,” in a despatch which was published in
the London Gazette of 17th July, 1797; but we
do not hear that any further acknowledgment
was made of the bishop’s services. But it mat-
tered little to one who sought no temporal
reward for doing what he believed to be his

duty.
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Lord Bantry got his peerage for being the
first to inform the Government that the fleet
was sighted in Bantry Bay.

The Bishop was made use of, and neither he
nor his people received any consideration; nor
was the matter made, as it should have been,
a reason for helping the Irish people to more
justice in religion or legal rights.

Now, there are four subjects on which the
wholé question of the state of Ireland turns.
The first and most important question is, no
doubt, the relations between landlords and
tenants. The next is the relations between
those who hold the reins of the immediate
government of Ireland. The third subject is
the all-important one of the general social
state of the people, and it includes the very
grave and very important question of Tem.
perance. ‘The fourth subject is the state of the
industrial resources and trade of Ireland.
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CHAPTER I1.

LANDLORD AND TENANT.

“The Habeas Corpus Act had been suspended in the country in
1800, from 1802 till 1805, from 1807 till 1810, in 1814, and from 1821
to 1824. There were select committees upon Ireland almost every
year since the Union. Whenever disturbances arose, and distress
appeared, Coercion Acts were passed, and select committees appointed.
Nothing more was done.’’ — O’ Brien—Land Question,

country ; hence the Land Question in
Ireland has necessarily an importance
which it has not in England. It is no doubt a
subject of surprise to many persons in England
why there is this persistent agitation about land.
But land is the one.object of trade, commerce,
and commercial speculation in Ireland. We
have used the expression commercial specu-
" lation advisedly, because it underlies. all the
subjects of discussion. I will not reproach
England with having reduced Ireland to this
pitiable extremity, and a pitiable extremity
it is. In the present state of society, in our
advanced stage of civilization, no country can
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become wealthy which depends exclusively on
agriculture. Civilization, such as we under-
stand the term at the present day, requires
artificial conveniences, if not conventional luxu-
ries, such as never existed, and therefore were
never desired, in a primitive state. The earth
was tilled then to procure necessary food,
and cultivated to procure necessary raiment.
Nature yields to our demands so far, but when
we endeavour to press a further return we fail
to obtain it.

Ireland, being, then, virtually a purely agri-
cultural country, and this to a degree which is
not found in any civilized nation in the world,
will give a yield of ordinary food and clothing
to her population ; but, if pressed beyond this,
there is anarchy and disorder. A moderate
return of income can be obtained from land,
which will .enable the toiler to live, and allow
something for the proprietor as well; but
where more is demanded, then nature revolts,
and the usurer suffers. Why, then, should usury
be permitted in land commerce, when it is for-
bidden in every other commerce ? |

All the laws against usury have been re-
pealed, but notwithstanding their repeal, Courts |
of Equity give relief against unconscionable bar-
gains where the parties are not on equal terms.
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No civilized government will toleratc the
practice of usury, because all experience shows
that it is a doubtful gain to one, while it is a
certain ruin to many.

But let us suppose that usury was permitted
in any nation, and that only one commercial
industry was open to that nation, is it not a fore-
gone conclusion that 3 unijversal nationa) bank-
ruptcy must ensue.

But this is precisely what has happened in
Ireland. For years, and at the present time,
the practice of usury in Irish ¢ommerce
exists, and until it is legally forbidden Ireland
will continue poor, and as a necessary con-
sequence discontented.

In Ireland when a man has any capital to
-invest commercially, he must speculate in land ;
with the miserable exception of the whiskey
trade, there is scarcely one Irish manufacture
in which capital can be invested. Henge,
usury and usurioys competition in land—the
ruin of the entire nation.

In a letter to the Chicago Tribune, the Mar-
‘quis of Lansdowne, replying to an accusation
made against him as to the management of his
estates, says: ‘“There are in three counties
“alone about 54,000 holdings, valued at or ynder
£4 a year. Such holdings are manifestly too
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small to support a man and his family in com-
fort and respectability.” This is a grave state-.
ment made on very high authority. Multiply
this 54,000 by five or seven, and look at the
number of persons who, in these counties alone,
are living in a state of chronic misery, and then
say is there not cayse for Irish discontent.
Then, let it be remembered, that these men
are liable at any moment to find themselves
still further sunk in misery by an increase of
rent. For the moment we must ask you to
take it for granted that such an increase of rent
is not only possible, but probable; of this we
can and will give ample proof. Let us sup-
pose, what happens every day in Ireland, that
one of these 54,000 men improves his land with
infinite toil and labour; his rent is too often
raised, and he is taxed for his expenditure
of his only capital—his labour. But it will
be said Mr. Gladstone’s Actat once provides for -
this, and he will get compensation. Compensa-.
. tion! And what can compensate a man for
being ejected from his home—what can com-
pensate a man for the bitterness of his heart
when he sees his years of toil taken from him,
and the place to which he had become attached,
. even from the very anxiety and care which it
gave him, passing into other hands? What is
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he to do? where is he to go? He has his
choice between the workhouse and emigration,
between exile from a country to which he is
passionately attached, and a living tomb.

And all this is possible, all this happens daily
in every part of Ireland, because usury in land
is not forbidden by English law.

The landlord who evicts the tenant, whether
he be a noble lord or a country shop-keeper,
has the same object in view. He wants money.
He wants to get from the land what the land
cannot give. He wants to get what the culti-
vator cannot give if he is to exist, as the
Marquis of Lansdowne has said, “in comfort
and respectability.”

Now, if thelandlord knew that usury in land
was not permitted by law he would not do this.
He knows very well if he evicts Patrick Daly
to-day because he will not pay him a usurious
rent, that Thade M‘Carthy will take the land
at that usurious rent to-morrow, and why ?
Because Thade M¢Carthy has no other re-
source, because he has no other way whatever
of speculating, because he has a growing family,
and he persuades himself that 4e will be more
successful than Patrick Daly, that 4e will make
the land pay him a profit after he has paid the
usurious rent. -When Lord Lansdowne’s state-
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ment is remembered, it is but too clear that
Thade M<‘Carthy cannot do this.. But he has
tried to do it; he pays the new rent for a year
or so, and in -his turn is evicted, or lives on, a
miserable, discontented, unhappy life—now
making some spasmodic effort to pay * the rent,”
and now getting deeper into debt and nearer
final ruin.

Perhaps in his intense desire to keep the land,
a desire well known, and much, unhappily, calcu-
lated on by landlords, he gets help from some
of his “boys” who go to America, or some of
his girls who go to service in England ; butsuch
help, though it may silence the clamour of the
land agent, is in fact only adding to the general
bankruptcy of Ireland. The * boys” may con-
tinue the help for a few years, they marry, and
have their own families to support. The girls
go to America, and in the end either get the old
father and mother out to them, or send them
a trifle, when they are in turn evicted, to save
them from utter destitution. |

How much better then would it be for the
. general prosperity of the country, for the land-
lord as well as the tiller of the soil, if usury
was forbidden by law. -

Unhappily the desire of undue and covetous
gain is not confined to Ireland. In England

Y
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the Legislature had to interfere to prevent
manufacturers from over-working, from actually
destroying the lives of helpless women and
" children. Why, then, should not English law
equally protect Irish tenants ? o

A great deal has been said in English papers
about Irish agrarian outrages. Here is their
source and their cause. Remove the source,
remove. the cause, and you at once put an end
to the outrages. It is the wild justice of
revenge. The Land League is credited with
doing what ought to be done by English law.
Strange that this should be made a cause of
complaint. The Land League is credited with
organizing a paid resistance to capricious or
unjust increase of rent. It is credited with in.
citing * outrages” on the persons of those who
take farms from which men have been evicted
because they could not pay usurious rent.
It is credited with protecting the many against
the avarice of the few, and of using, to do this,
the wild justice of revenge.

Yet the whole Irish nation, with the exception
" of the avaricious few, are imploring the English
people for years to protect them by law. When
protection by law is refused, are people to be
branded as rebels and rioters if they try to pro-
tect themselves. The rasson d’etre of the Land
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League would cease to-morrow, if to-morrow
saw a bill passed through the English Parha-
ment for the protectlon of Irish tenants.

~ Strange and amazing inconsistency! The Irish
people are spoken of by the English people at’
large as if they existed only to break the law;
and yet what is the fact? The Irish nation for
centuries have been imploring the English
nation to protect them by law! . |

. One is almost weary of hearing it said, that
History repeats itself, and, in truth, it does;
but how few profit by the experience thus
gained. Certainly politicians’ seem, of all
others, the slowest to do so. The History of
Ireland has repeated itself over and over again,
yet the same methods which failed in the days
of the Norman invasion are repeated as if they
had then succeeded to admiration.

If there is no advantage to England in having
Ireland in a chronic state of rebellion, surely
there should be the calmest consideration of
past methods, and the most careful comparison
of cause and effect. But no, there is still the
same fatal policy. |

Whenever any public event or calamlty
occurs which makes Irish chronic distress more
severely felt in Ireland, there is ‘ agitation,”

which naturally and necessarily culminates in
| e
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more or less violence. To expect a people
who have a serious cause of complaint, and who
have had this cause for centuries, to agitate
without some violence, is to expect them to act
like angels rather than like men. Hence the
extreme injustice of the loud outcry that has
been made whenever acts of violence accom-
pany agitation in Ireland.

Those who make this outcry forget the
fearful acts of violence which, even in the
present century, accompanied public agitation
in England. To denounce the Irish people for
acts of violence in moments of political excite-
ment is adding injustice to inhumanity. I
would ask a very careful consideration of this
point. The outrages committed in England
by trades unionists are within living memory.
They were of a most serious character, quite
as serious—indeed, far more serious—than any
outrages committed during the present agita-
tion in Ireland. They excited terror from
end to end of England; but as there were
no party politics concerned, when the agita-
tion ceased, there was an end of the reproach.
It was as if a few members of a family rebelled
at unjust treatment from the rest. Family ties
are too strong to be easily severed. But
how differently is all Irish agitation treated.
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Here it is not question of one family or of
one nationality, it is made a question of race
against race. The trades union outrages were,
as we said, quite as horrible as those of which
we are accused, and which have not been
committed in Ireland —more horrible than any
which have really happened here. This is no
matter of opinion or conjecture, as those who
remember the circumstances know but too
well.

Animals were cruelly tortured and were even
burned alive. By an almost inhuman device
of cruelty, needles were placed by thou-
sands in the clay for making bricks, so that
obnoxious workmen might be injured in the
most terrible manner. Nor were women spared,
as they most certainly are in Ireland. One was
killed, another was blinded, and yet another
was saved from a fearful death by being flung
out from a window naked. The great instigator
and head of all this fearful violence, William
Broadhead, was proved to have paid a man to
murder another, and it was proved in evidence
that men who had no personal quarrel whatever
- with their victims, were obliged to mutilate
them and to inflict horrible punishments.

'No one thinks now of reproaching the people
of Sheffield or Manchester for those crimes,
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simply because there is no political or other
purpose to serve in doing so. And people
came to see that bad as these crimes were, they
were in some degree like the violence of fever.
It was better to find out the cause, and try to
remedy that, than to think too much of the
excesses. |

There is unquestionably a remarkable coinci-
dence of cause between the trades union com-
bination and the present state of Ireland. In
both cases it is a revolt of labour against
capital. Labour wanted its magna charta.
"In ancient times there was no law for the
labourer, and to say truth, scant justice.
Men were compelled to work by English law
whether they would or not. Even in the time
of Elizabeth every act of legislation was in
favour of the master, and against the man.
The law was altogether against the trades, and
the trades, as an inevitable consequence,
against the law. Public opinion was against
the trades also, and these acts of violence
did not tend to conciliate public opinion. It
was on a question of the deepest gravity,
and turned on the one point—had a man the
right to value his own labour or had he not ?-
In other words, was he to work under a modified
form of slavery, or was he to be a free agent?
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The question is precisely the one asked now
in Ireland. If the question had been settled
in England by leaving all the power in the hands
of the employers and capitalists, there would
have been a revolution in England.

The Irish labourer and farmer ask now that
justice shall be done in Ireland between labour
and capital. We heard a great deal some years
ago of this or that being un-English. Is it not
un-English to refuse the calm consideration of
such a question, to make too much of the under-
lying cause, and to think superficially only of
the manner in which it is pressed ?

There is one thing of which I am perfectly
certain. If the great mass of the English
nation ever realized exactly what Ireland wants ;
if they could ever be got to see the exact truth
about Ireland, they would do her justice, and I
believe this is a general feeling in Ireland.
England may be unjust to us, but we do her the
justice to believe that she errs in ignorance.

It is not a thousand years ago, nay, it is
not even a hundred years ago, since the same
bitter clamour existed, or rather was excited
about Catholic Emancipation and tithes, as
that which is excited to-day about tenant right.
The least evil that could happen, if Catholic
Emancipation was granted, was the murder of
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all the Protestants in Ireland; just as to-day,
the least evil that will happen, if a farmer
is allowed protection against the arbitrary es-
tate rules of a landlord, is the total extinction
of landlords.

In the year 1798, the Irish people asked, as
they have so often asked, for the benefit of
equal laws with England. How they were
then treated, and how their demands were met,
is shown, not by any Irish or Catholic histo-
rian, but by a Protestant bishop and Pro- -
testant noblemen who dared to say the truth.
Sir L. Parsons’ account of the fashion in which
“some trivial disturbances” in the west were
treated, reads as if he spoke of to.day; save
only, and happily, that the government of
to-day has not gone the same lengths. But it
cannot be forgotten that they have been urged
to do so by a certain party in England, and
that they risk office and popularity by not
doing so.

The following notes are taken from the Par-
liamentary report of debates, in the Hibernian
Chronicle, Cork, 1798. They will show that
there were at least some influential and intelli-
gent Protestants who saw and deplored the
infatuation which led a powerful minority to
treat the Irish like dogs, and then turn on them
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with relentless cruelty if they resented such
inhumanity.

The Bishop of Down, after replying in firm
but courteous language to the attacks made on
himself, said :—

“What is the crime which has provoked such asperity ?
I am charged with having been amongst many highly re-
spectable names who dared to petition our common sove-
reign, and lay before the father of his people the sufferings
under which we labour. Of that measure I am proud. I
am convinced from ocular and personal examination of the
general state of that part of the country, from the general
testimony of its inhabitants, and from the infallible proof
which the aspect of the country exhibits, that its manufac-
tures and its trade have suffered, almost to annihilation.
The noble and learned lord, in a tone of confidence which -
is 80 peculiar to him, asserts that I went about soliciting
signatures to this petition. I assert, in opposition to the
learned lord, that the information which he has received
on that subject is false. 1 deny the fact, but were it true,
I see nothing in it which, either as an honest man or a
Protestant bishop, 1 should be ashamed of. Is this the
conduct of one professing, as the learned lord does, such
zeal for the support of the Established Church? If such be
his treatment of his friends, the Catholics have little reason
. to regret his friendship. But what is the impropriety in a
Protestant bishop uniting with his fellow subjects in a
petition to the Crown.” |

Again he says :(—

“The Chancellor, in that style of interrogatory which
seems to imply so much, and which really means so litue,
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asks whetner your lordships will meet treason and murder
and conspiracy with measures of conciliation, with Parlia-
mentary Reform and Catholic Emancipation? I answer,
my lords, that these are the only remedies which in our
present circumstances are likely to be effectual. Of Catholic
Emancipation—a full and complete emancipation—an ad-
mission to all the rights and privileges which a subject.
.can claim—I have always been a decided friend. I have
always thought it was a measure not merely of sound policy,
but of strict right. Nor has anything which has fallen
from the noble lord to-night, or at any former time, tended
in .any degree to shake my confidence in that opinion.
Equally convinced am I that a full and fair reform of the
representation of the people is a measure of wisdom and
necessnty I see nothing but this measure which can now
restore in Ireland the blessings of tranquillity and content.
I have some property in this country ; it is not a great deal,
but it is sufficient to interest me in the safety and welfare
of the State; I have also my preferment in the Church.
Both of these bind me to consult the peace and good'order
of the country ; and I declare it to be my firm belief, that
unless these measures be adopted, my property, and that

of every other gentleman in the country—nay, the country
itself—is gone |”

Lord Dunsany said :—

“I shall take leave, therefore, though it is with much
reluctance I enter on so painful a task, to supply, in a
small degree, this omission, by recalling to the recollection
of the house a few of the many enormities which your lord-
ships must have known to be committed. In the County of
Westmeath alone—and from the sufferings of this ill-fated
county, noble lords may, without fear of being mistaken,
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infer those of the other counties of Ireland exposed to-
military execution—in this county alone, it is an incontro-
vertible fact, that several villages were destroyed by fire,
without legal inquiry, trial, or ceremony of any kind. Three
men were dragged from their houses, and shot on the
fair-green of Baltimore, equally without any form of trial
whatever, and time being scarcely allowed them to make
their peace with heaven by saying a few prayers. After the
bodies of the unfortunate victims had been exposed all the
day (no friend or relative daring to approach them) the
military had them tied on a car, and brought at a late
hour of the night to the house of the parish priest, whom
they forced to get up, and threw the dead bodies into the
house, as if the murder of the dead was too little, without
adding to it such an outrage on the feelings of the living.

“ Look now, my lords, to another frequent and favourite
mode of summary execution. Is it not notorious that
several hundreds of his Majesty's subjects have been trans-
ported without any show of trial, or legal proofs of any
kind? And are not these grievances ? And will you, my
lords, by your vote this night, countenance such cruelties,
~ and become, by such countenance, accessories after the
fact? If you do, consider how you are to answer it to God,
your king, and your country.

“ The noble and learned lord on the woolsack has been
pleased to say that a burst of loyalty took place in the south
at the time the French were on our coasts. He does the
Catholics of the south but justice in the observation, a
justice that prejudice itself cannot deny them. Is it, then,
for that burst of loyalty the noble'and learned earl now
opposes their total emancipation? This would be, indeed,
a strange return for loyalty, a strange mode of strengthening
attachment, and invigorating affection. My lords, I must
state it as my decided conviction, that if cqnciliatory
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measures are not lmmedlately adopted,. this country is in-
evitably lost.”

“Sir L. Parsons brought on his promised motion. He
prepared by deprecating the most remote desire to say any-
thing on this subject which could in the most distant degree
increase the irritation which unhappily existed at present.
Nothing could be more far from the wish of his heart than
to add to that alarming discontent, which no man in the
country could lament more sincerely or deeply than he did.
On the contrary he was impelled to come forward on this
occasion from the irresistible impulse of that duty which he
felt called him, to submit the measure he was about to pro-
pose, for the purpose of allaying that discontent, and intro.
ducing a system which-should teach the people of this
country they had a legislature who were capable and inclined
to attend to other measures than those of punishment or
extermination. But before he entered into any reasoning
to prove the necessity of such a measure as he should pro-
pose to the House, he thought it necessary to vindicate the
people of Ireland from the heavy charge which had been
made on them, as if they were a people whom kindness

could not attach, whom unlimited concession could not
~ conciliate. The British Minister at that time (1778)
governing Ireland, felt that there was a principle of discon-
tent growing into vigour, which the usurpation of Great
Britain had given birth to, and he thought it necessary to
appease it, and how did he do it? By granting liberty to
Ireland to cultivate tobacco, a plant which would not grow
in the island. The people of Ireland, therefore, now began
to complain that the manufactures suffered by the unequal
terms on which they were obliged to contend with the
manufactures of Great Britain, etc. It was remembered
that while a yard of Irish cloth could not find its way into
England without paying a duty of forty shillings, which
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amounted to a total prohibition, the cloth of Great Britain
was admitted into the different ports of Ireland at a duty
of only sixpence. This inequality between the established
manufacturer of England and the languid infant manufac-
turer.of this country was loudly complained of.

“ What was the next measure of irritation to the people ?
Some trivial disturbances had taken place in the west—dis-
turbances, which, if they did e&ist, were excited by the
recallof that nobleman—gave an occasion to government
to send thither a military force, commanded by a noble lord,
no longer in this country. What was the consequence of
that measure? The laws were violated in every instance
where there could be an example made. The gaols were
delivered, not by legal trials of the prisoners, but by the
visits of a military officer, who, when there was not sufficient
proof against the prisoner to commit him, transported him
on his own authority ; and mere suspicion of guilt was con-
sidered sufficient to transport a man for life from his
country. Then for the first time (?) did the government of
Ireland hold forth to the people the dangerous example of
violating the law ; and from that time may be dated all the
atrocities which have been since committed by the people,
and brought a disgrace on the national character. It was
then that the populace of Ireland were for the first time
brought to believe they were not within the protection of
law, (?) and then it was that they ceased to respect the law.
Let gentlemen consult their own feelings—for the poorest
peasant has his natural feelings as sensible and as strong as
those of any gentleman who heard him— perhaps his social
feelings are stronger, as he is not diverted from his family
or his cottage by the distractions of dissipation. When the
house of the peasant is burned, even if he be guilty of the
crime charged—which is generally no more than that of
having concealed arms—when his house is burned. and his
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decrepit parent is sent wandering for shelter about the
country, what story does he tcll? Will not his appearance
—his houseless poverty, and his grey hairs, speak at once
his sufferings and his innocence? Will not the impression
which such an object makes, into whatever cabin he comes,
be that of irreconcilable hatred against the government
which inflicts sufferings such as these on harmless and help-
less age? If the lower order of the people have as strong

a sense of injustice, as deeply rooted an antipathy to ‘

oppression as the gentlemen of that house, will not the
houseless children and forlorn wife of the suffering peasant
rouse those feelings wherever they come, and create a wide-
spread aversion of laws which show themselves only in such
effects? What in fact has been the effect of these severe
laws that have given occasion to such enormities? It is
said the North is tranquilized—it may be so, but what kind
of quiet have they introduced? They have smothered the
flame, but they have not extinguished it. They have made
" the North a sleeping volcano, which is every moment ready
to burst out and throw forth a torrent of destruction over
the land. But if the North had been rendered quiet
through the presence and immediate terror of a military
force, what has happened in the other parts of the country?
Until within these five months the south of Ireland had re-
mained undisturbed. How was it now? If the enemy
were again to appear upon the coasts, would the peasantry
of the South now stretch forth the hand of affection to the
king’s troops—would they share their scanty food, and give
up their bed to the weary soldier? Would they now, as they
did when last the presence of the enemy called forth their
loyalty and zeal, labour from morn till night in cutting through
the frozen snow a passage for the artillery? Would they yoke
themselves like beasts of burden, under the cannon, to ac-
celerate the business and lighten the fatigues of the army ?”
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Some one has said that History is philosophy
teaching by experience, but in truth there are
few persons whose philosophy is so perfect as
to enable them to learn from history. Irish
Protestants were not all destroyed when Catholic
Emancipation was granted, and as if to show
the utter failure of the prophecy, it is an Irish
Protestant gentleman who is leading that very
movement to-day which is causing such utterly
groundless alarm. '

" When tithes were abolished, the Irish Pro-
testant Church was to fail utterly; yet, though
it has been disestablished by the act of an
English Protestant Parliament, it is just where
it- was before. Indeed, so far has the old
bitterness died out, that Protestant rectors
and Catholic priests have united together in
this famine year in perfect harmony.} N

One of the great misfortunes of England has -

‘1 have myself to testify to this harmony. I have in my possession
many letters from Protestant clergymen thanking me for the help I was -
able to send the priests of their district. In one case, never to be for-
gotten, the Protestant clergyman of a large parish in the south of
Ireland wrote to me to say the Catholic children had been prepared for
Confirmation, that the Catholic bishop was coming to confirm them,
but they were so stferly destitute of clothing, common decency would
not allow their appearance in a church, I was happily able to send
him money for clothing at once, and thanks to the energy and zeal—
rather I should say to the great-hearted charity of this good clergyman—
the Catholic children were clothed in time for Confirmation.
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been that she has treated Ireland as the shuttle-
cock of party politics. Whenever the game runs
high, Ireland inevitably suffers; above all, if there
is no special political foreign fiasco to distract
attention. Lord Lansdowne has recently se-
vered himself from his political party, and his
management of his Irish property is receiving a
good deal more attention than he cares to have ;
but it is not so many years ago since the same
Lord Lansdowne called the then English Go-
vernment to account pretty sharply for their
management of Irish affairs.

Would it not be wise, would it not be more
just, to treat Ireland as, say, Devonshire would
be treated ? Gentlemen who represent political
interests, or who meet their constituents in
recess, must have something to say; and men
who have no marked ability can dilate with
- most advantage to their limited power of
thought or of expression on a burning ques-
tion. Hence Irish “ outrages” form a subject
at once attractive and easy of discussion. No
one asks, are these outrages true ? And take it
at the worst, admit that they are all true, who
asks calmly and carefully, is there cause—must
there not be something wrong in the govern-
ment of a country which is perpetually in more
or less open revolt ?
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And if there is cause, would it not be wiser
to remove the cause than to try and put out the
flame for the moment by Coercion Acts ?

Now, it is a hard statement to make, but it is
unhappily true, that Irish landlords are getting
up all this cry for coercion, simply because they
are afraid the light will be let in on their con-
duct towards their unfortunate tenants. They
are afraid, if the truth was once known, that
the English voter would exact a pledge from
every gentleman to whom he gave his vote, to
do justice to Ireland ; and justice is precisely
what they do not want. They want liberty to
practice usury, and the only way to obtain a
continuance of that liberty is to raise a cry
against the unhappy victims of their cupidity.
Why otherwise are they so desperately afraid
of having their dealings with their tenants regu-
lated by law ? This is all the Irish people ask.
Why do they utter these hysterical cries about
the rights of property? Why all that is asked
of them is that they will respect the rights of
property.

There is a time in the history of most nations
when the demand for equal justice between
rich and poor is refused. There is a time
when the compliance with such a demand would
satisfy the populace. But guem deus vult
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perdere, prius dementat. The aristocracy re-
fuse to grant justice to the plebeian, and they
forget that power is with the multitude, and
with a multitude who are apt, when justice is
refused, to ask for something more, and to take
somewhat short methods of asserting their
demands.,

If one must judge from the tone of some
English papers, it would be supposed that the
Irish people have no cause of complaint whatso-
ever. It is forgotten, conveniently, that there
are Englishmen who admit that Ireland is
governed unjustly, and who admit this from
" personal knowledge and experience of the state
of the country,

But for the sake of those who wish to know -
the true state of Ireland, I must again allude to
the miserable influence of English political agi-
tation. I take an example of it, as a caution to
those who wish to treat Ireland, not as a
political play-toy, but as part of th:ir own
country.

The Pall Mall Gazette having changed
hands politically, has changed its opinions about
Ireland. Surely those sudden changes of opi-
nion in an important English paper ought to
convince any man with common sense that
there are two sides to what is said of Ireland,
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and that he ought to consider, not which opi-
nion his party maintains, but which opinion is
true. ’

The Pall Mall Gazette of October, 1880,

writes thus of Irish affairs :—

“Now it is easy enough to talk of silly misguided
peasants urged on by unscrupulous agitators to believe
themselves half-starved, miserable, and oppressed, when in
fact they are fat, well-looking, and the freest of the free.
‘That may be all gospel truth, though tracts somewhat tend
to show that wily, misguided peasants have at least capacity
enough to know whether their bellies are full or empty,
whether thcir landlords are tyrannous and unjust or just and
sympathetic. But—and that is the matter for us just now—
there are some millions on both sides of the Atlantic who
don't believe it. They do not believe that the wholesome
deportations of 1847 and onwards were conducted in the
true spirit of Christian charity, nor for the matter of that,
that the Marquis of Lansdowne’s estates have been managed
in the humanitarian fashion which that able supporter of
“freedom of contract” represents in his letter to the Ameri-
can newspaper. They hold that they, as well as their friends
and relations now in Ireland, have been shamefully used by
the landlords and by the English Government which sup-
ported those landlords in the maintenance of a system of
land tenure that no single human being who has not inte-
rests of his own to serve by doing so can be found to advo-
cate for a moment. Thus thinking they mean some day to
fight—partly for revenge, partly for the future of the country
that, to do them justice, they love only too well. Now
what we want tg ask is this. Is it worth while to shut our
eyes 10 this bitterness of feeling, and to laugh at the idea of

D
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Ireland being a heavy handicap to us in the event of serious
foreign war? We have tried the game of coercion in the
interests of a small minority over and over again. What has
it benefited us the English people? \What indeed! Might
we not now try a little steady justice on both sides? Irish.
men go out to Anerica, they go out to our colonies—nay,
thcy come to our own cities, and work hard enough.
In America, too, they earn enough money to be more
liberal to their own kith and kin than any other emigrant
race.”

What a policy for Ireland! One wonders
that English gentlemen who pride themselves
on their honour and conscience can stoop so
low, It is calmly admitted in a leading English
paper, generally credited now with being the
organ of a Liberal Government, that England
has tried the game of coercion in the interests of a
small minorily over and over again.

And this is stated deliberately by one of the
most important organs of English opinion, and
yet we are told that the Irish people have no
grievances, that they are a discontented, lazy,
thankless race; always returning good for evil
to their beneficent and long-suffering masters,
their landlords.

And then the writer asks the very pertinent
question, “ What has it benefited us the Eng-
lish people ? ”

Let us hope, when such a broad gleam of
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light has come to rulers of Ireland that they
will cease to do the evil which they admit that
they have done so persistently, and that they
will begin to do the good even if they only do
it from the lower motive of benefit to England,
instead of from the high and glorious motive of
eternal justice. .

Are there no men in England who love
justice for its own sake, and who will rise
in their might and see justice done because it is
justice ?

The truth is that it has been found on the
whole less trouble to govern Ireland on the
_politics of the moment than on the politics of
principle. Whenever the support of the multi-
tude was not necessary, Ireland was governed
on the principle, or on the want of principle,
indicated above. The “small minority” were
allowed to coerce as they pleased. How they
coerced, we shall show presently from the
speech of another Englishman. But where
there was fear lest the help of the multitude
might be needed, or lest the hindrance of the
multitude should embarrass, then, indeed,
England becomes afraid lest Ireland should be
“a heavy handicap” to her in the event of a
“serious foreign war,” and so some show. of
justice must be made. | |
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And English gentlemen talk of the honour
of old England and her love of justice, and
. they write and read such words, ‘and act thus;
and let it be remembered that if these things
are written in England they are read in Ireland.
Can it be wondered then if the Irish people are
not very devoted subjects of the English nation ?

But another English writer has even a stronger
case to put for Ireland. The editor of TruzA
says :—

“ The Irish occupiers may be said to have a far stronger
moral right in their holdings than wust English occupiers.
After several bad harvests they »: - 1able to pay their
rents. Their means were exha. they claim that if
the land produces nothing, ‘“ey ought not to be ejected
because they do not pay rent .. their landlords. The letter
of the law is v the landlords, but the spirit of the law, if
law be equity, is with the occupiers.”

In 1048 Gavan Duffy wrote- -

“Where Frank and Tuscans spend their sweat,

The goodly crop is theirs ;

If Norway's toil makes rich the soil,
She eats the fruit she rears.

O’er Main’s green sward there rules no lord,
Except the Lord on High,

But we are serfs in our own land——
Proud ma.ters, tell us why ?”

The English writer quoted above gives a
practical reply:
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cribed above of coercing the majority for the
benefit of the few, was at once put in practice.
If a time of comparative prosperity came, and
the people did not express their demands with
any violence, it was said that they did not want

anything, and therefore it was useless to make
~Land Acts,

Sir M. Beach, in his speech at Cirencester,
referred /in this style to the state of Ireland,
which he characterised as “ more dangerous
than anything in the East of Europe.” A
political necessity again. His party have in-
volved affairs in the East in a perilous manner ;
it was obviously his business to direct attention
from that matter, so Ireland must be the official
scape-goat again. He then continued :—

“ Disorder and crime reigned in many parts of Ireland
to an extent which, he feared, had hardly been known for
the last half century. He had said that his experience in
Ireland had taught him one lesson ; it had also taught him
another. They must not believe all the exaggerated reports
they had heard ; they must not consider as true of the whole
of Ireland what might be true of one or two small parts of the
country. It did not follow that because murder had been
committed in the West that, therefore, the City of Dublin
was not as safe as the town of Cirencester. He feared
that Press correspondents, anxious, no doubt, to gratify the
desire of the public for news, were not always particular in
the kind of news they supplied, and certainly the Press
correspondents in Ireland were not more particular than
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their brethren in England (hear, hear, and cheers). There-
fore he had at first been disposed to regard the stories of
disorder in Ireland as exaggerated, but when he saw that a
deputation representing the Irish landlords of every creed
and class and political opinion waited upon the Lord Lieu-
tenant and Chief Secretary, at Dublin Castle, and when he
saw the reply of Mr. Forster, that they were putting law in
force, and that it was feared the statements were true, then
he began to think that there was really somcthing serious,
and somethmg, he was thankful to say, in these times
unique in the state of Ireland.” . .

If ever there was an evidence of the utter
unreliability of parfy opinions on Irish affairs,
here is one. 1 use the word party advisedly,
for it is evident from the whole tenor of the
speech that it is made in the interest of the
Conservative party and policy.

Nor do we intend by this to condemn Con-
servatism per se, or to exalt Liberalism. Our
question is not whether the one policy or the
other is best in the abstract; we desire simply
to show that Irish affairs are not, and cannot be
discussed justly when they are discussed from’
the standpoint of party.

Observe in what a tissue of contradictions
“this gentleman is involved. First he announces
to an audience quite unable to contradict his
assertion, that the state of crime and disorder
is worse in Ireland than it has been for the last
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half century. Irish people will ask in amaze-
ment w/here this extraordinary state of things ex-
ists. He admits, however, that Dublin is “safe.”
Well, if he had taken the trouble to ascertain facts
before he put forward fancies, he might have
ascertained easily that Dublin, on account of its
mixed population, was the only place in Ireland
where there was anything like the amount of
crime that is found in every English town.
But he has the candour to say that the Press
cannot always be relied on. We have shown
how utterly fallacious are its reports when Ire-
land is concerned ; but he says the “landlords”
have convinced him.

Was ever logic: more absurd! He asks the
persons who have the strongest possible in-
terest in making it appear that the country is
disturbed, and accepts their opinion. As well
- might he ask the criminal in the dock what he
thought of the testimony given by the witness
of his crime. ~

In the year 1851, even after the Famine,
there were 351,000 people in the county
Tipperary. In the year 1871 there were but
- 230,000 ; in that short twenty years of landlord
government of Ireland, over one hundred thou-
sand people were driven out of their native
county by the misrule of Irish landlords, and
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yet we are told that to continue and uphold
this misrule is the one thing necessary for
Ireland. '

But if we turn to Irish political opinion on
Irish affairs, we find the same hopeless con-
fusion, even where there is an apparent desire
to act fairly. |

The Protestant Bishop of Cork has been
addressing his clergy on the subject, which
is certainly a question of the most- momentous
importance to every man, woman, and child in
this country. |

After the usual platitudes about the con-
dition of Ireland being a puzzle to statesmen,
his Lordship has the honour and manliness to
admit that religion is not the cause of all the
ills of Ireland, though that, he says, “used to
be said.” _ |

Another proof of what we have said, that
one generation condemns what the previous
generation has done; and that the truth about
Ireland, social, political, and religious, is the
subject of bitter and acrimonious dispute to-
day; and to-morrow it will be admitted that
the Irish claims so disputed were, after all, not
so unfair.

To act on party politics in questions of foreign
policy may not be a matter of serious moment;
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to act on them where the interests of home
government are in question, is to inflict a deadly

injury on one member of the body politic to the
equal hurt of the whole body.

Here is what an Irish Protestant landlord,

who is neither Home Ruler nor Land Leaguer,
says :—

 Our manufactures and our trade in raw materials were
destroyed to please English monopolists. Smuggling. per
force became the national industry, and did not tend to
make a law-abiding people. The Volunteers extorted some
concession, but manufacturing traditions had perished irre-
trievably ; a craving for independence succeeded the desire
for Union, and Pitt’s offer of a commercial partnership was
refused as tending to tighten the bond between the two
nations. When Union came at last, it was unaccompanied
by religious freedom, and earned no gratitude. Until 1782
the English Council had a veto on Irish bills, and during
that period all the worst laws were passed. The Consti-
tution of 1782 was unworkable, but the Irish House of
Commons, though elected and managed in the worst way,
did what it could (not always wisely or well) to foster trade
and lighten Catholic fetters. After the Union power
returned to England, and it took thirty years of agitation to
gain religious freedom. which was only granted when the
Duke of Wellington could no longer see how the King's
Government was to be carried on. The Church Establish-
" ment survived forty years more, and was then destroyed in
deference to an agitation which had culminated in rebellion.
. . . Iam no Home Ruler, seeing the impossibility of
that platform, feeling that our best hope lies in strengthening
the tardy and imperfect Union. But, before God and man,
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England is responsible for Ireland. Enlightened British
opinion must be the final judge in this cause. I appeal
from the England of test acts and protection, to the England

of free trade and the conscience clauss. Englishmen who
would understand our case must know our history as they

generally know their own. Mr. Froude and Mr. Leckey.
are in every library ; let them correct one another.”

The opinion of Irish gentlemen, like Mr.
Bagwell, should have weight in England. , But
unhappily the opinion of such men is not
known there, and there is therefore a general
and most untrue impression that all Irish land-
lords desire the continuance of a state of things
which leaves the tenant at the mercy of caprice,
instead of placing him under the protection of
law,
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already shown that to publish such reports has
been a regular practice for centuriess We shall
proceed to show that at this very time the very
same practice is continued, with the very same
result. Now, as I can show that “outrages” are
largely and deliberately manufactured, I trust to
the high honour of English readers that they
will condemn such mischievous, such miserable
policy, and assuredly when they know that
outrages are invented by the press they will
use their common sense, and distrust many of
such reports. When this is done sytematically,
must there not be some cause for it. And they
will then ask what is the cause, and who gains
by all this malicious lying. |

We fear there can be only one reply. The
people ask for English laws to protect them in
their farms and houses. The demand is so
reasonable and so just, that it would certainly
be heard if it was allowed to reach the ears of
the British public. But the landlords, and land
agents also, are interested in keeping up the
social disorder which they cause by their arbi-
trary powerof eviction,and try to drown the voices
of the people. The safest, truest, and quietest
way to do this is to manufacture outrages. It
may seem a hard thing to accuse gentlemen of
doing this, but that it is done, I shall prove,
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and since it is done, who can do it, and would

care to do it, save only those who have a spe-
cial interest in the doing of it.

‘Now, I ask English readers is £4zs justice to
Ireland ; rather, I would ask, is this justice to
., themselves? Falsehood may triumph for a
while, but even in this world it never succeeds
in the end. Besides, do people wish for facts or
for falsehood? As I have said before, Irish
people are perpetually reproached with a want
of truthfulnesss. There is, or I should rather
say there was, no more constant accusation
against us, and, of course, it was all the fault of
our religion. But what of this English want of
truth ? Is it any the more honest because it is
English—any the more honourable because
those who promulgate these falsehoods are Pro-
testants 7 ‘Then we are repeatedly told in the
English papers that the Irish are lazy, that they
will not work, that their poverty is all their own
fault. For that calumny, too, I have an answer,
in the very words of landlords who have been
betrayed unintentionally into strong admissions
of the industry of the Irish people, though the
vast majority of landlords deny the industry of
the people, even while they are living on it.

Some of the statements made by papers
which circulate only amongst the upper class of
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English Protestants and Catholics have obser-
vations on them which actually contradict them-
selves, and would strike anyone not anxious to
believe them with their utter absurdity. In one
paper it was said that a party of armed men cut
off a man’'s ears while he was in bed, but not
being able to get into the house (I) contented

themselves with digging a grave outside the
door! The statement was contradicted in the

1Irish papers—but what did that matter ?.and
what did it matter to a certain class of English
readers whether the whole story bears on its
face the marks of a palpaple calumny or not? .
A gentleman—Mr. Barry—wrote to contra-
dict the statement of an outrage said to have
been committed on him. He denied the whole
story, and added that the only foundation for it
which he could imagine, was the work of a too
enterprising pig, which had attempted a raid
upon his hen house! And yet the contradictions
of these outrages are never given in English
papers; and if any one attempted to write to an
_ English paper denying them, even on personal
authority, their letters are refused insertion.
Are there no Irish outrages? Certainly there
are.
We are not yet living in Paradise, nor are we
all fit to be canonized saints. But there is one
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question I would like to have asked by every
one who hears Irish outrages made the subject
of conversation. Is it worse to commit a
murder in Ireland than in England? and is
there any difference in the sight of God between
the murder of a gentleman, and the murder of
a poor man, or woman, or helpless little child ?

For the sake of her own interests, let Eng-
land beware. She is not wanting in men of
honour and of conscience, and amongst some of
her so-called middle classes there is a deep and
true spirit of religion. The poor understand
the poor. Men who have suffered themselves
know what others suffer practically, and there
is no knowledge like practical knowledge. In
England there is a very large, and very influ-
ential, middle class far above the poor in worldly
position, yet who are not blinded by the tempta-
tion of excessive wealth or high rank. If this
class of Englishmen were once convinced of the
true state of Ireland, the Irish question would
soon be settled. But how are they to know
the truth? Every English paper that is pub-
lished is full of the most lying reports of Irish
outrages which have never happened, and con-
tain the grossest misrepresentations of every-
thing Irish, while anything that would go to
show the true state of the country is carefully
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suppressed. Certainly it is difficult to see how
the suppression can be otherwise than deliberate
since it is persistent. It is carried on on a very
large scale, and no sign-—not even the very least
sign—of reparation is ever shown.

For example, I find the following paragraph
in the Cork Examiner of Oct. 14 :—

““The Times has been furnished by a correspondent, who
dates his communications from Cork, with the following
description of the state of society in the barony of
Duhallow : ‘The lawlessness which was exhibited in the
neighbourhood of Kanturk a few weeks ago has been
followed by fresh acts of violence. Organised gangs of
men are permitted to prowl about at night, committing
violence and outrage, avenging imaginary wrongs, and
carrying terror into the hearts of well-disposed men.
Ribandism in its worst phases appears to be rampant, and
the legitimate exercise of men's rights is opposed and
thwarted.” Itis much to be deplored that statements of
this charactet should be foisted day after day upon the Eng-
lish public by its leading organ to support the clamour for
coercion laws. In nine cases out of the ten the Z¥mes’ re- -
ports of outrages in Ireland are simply wicked inventions.”

What a tremendous responsibility rests on
men who deliberately and persistently write
what is utterly false of a whole nation! They
do well to talk of the honour of England, and
they do well to deny God, and to claim their ,
descent from the lowest types of the brute

creation. But a time of reparation will come
' E
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most assuredly, not only in the world to come,
but in this world. If the English press lie
about Ireland, other nations will lie about
England. If the English people allow their
representatives to treat Irish .wrongs with in-
difference, and Irish grievances with contempt,
they may well tremble for the consequences.
It is not man who will judge them—it is God.

The heathen had a saying: “ The mills of
the gods grind slowly, but they grind exceeding
small.” The Divine books tell us with what
measure ye mete it shall be meted to you
again. Sooner or later, even in this world,
every outrage against justice is punished,
because an outrage against justice is an out-
rage against God.

It is curious to find History repeating itself,
and if the subject were not so serious, it would
be amusing. We have already shown the panic
which beset and bewildered the lords and
magistrates of Bantry and Bandon, and their
consequent wild cries for coercion in 1798.
We have shown also how they were answered,
and how the panic was shown to be of their
own causing by a Protestant bishop and Pro-
testant gentlemen. To-day there is the same
causeless panic, the same cry for coercion and
troops; yet I find, in the Coré Examiner of
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Oct. 30 (1880), letters from ‘three parish priests
denying that there is ary disturbance or any
need for extra police or soldiers. The Rev.
Mr. MacMahon writes from Boherbee, County
Cork : —

- % Your informant would seem to wish to leave the public
under the impression that danger and insecurity prevailed

in these parts. But I unhesitatingly affirm, that life and

property are safer in this locality than in London and its

vicinity. There armed burglars commit their depredations

night after night, often delivering and receiving fire, and

their operations are treated by the English Press as only
the ordinary incidents of English life. - What a howl they
would raise if those outrages had taken place in Ireland.

Let us hope that our own journals will not furnish these

foul and malignant slanderers with pabulum for their dia-
tribes against our wronged and sorely-tried people, by
giving undue publication to, or attaching groundless im-

portance to, those wretched threatening letters, which are

obviously the production of idiots or enemies.

“ Faithfully yours,
“ P. MacMaHon, P.P.”

The next letter is from the Rev. M. Shink-
win, of Bantry, contradicting an account of an
outrage on a “paralysed farmer,” and simply
saying that no such person existed. The third
letter I give more at length :—

“To THE EDITOR OF THE ‘ CORK EXAMINER.’
“ DUNMANWAY, 28¢4 October, 1880.
“ DeAR SiR—I have read with much surprise in this day's
Examiner that a certain number of magistrates of the county
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assembled in the County Courthouse in Cork yesterday,
passed resolutions calling on the Government to suspend
the Habeas Corpus Act, and to garrison Bandon, Skibbe-
reen, Bantry, and Dunmanway, with British troops.

“ As no reporter was admitted to the meeting, I am slow
to believe that such resolutions could have been passed by
gentlemen who live in the midst of the people, and must
know how peaceful and quiet they generally are. _

“ Nothing certainly has yet occurred, nor does there
appear reason to apprehend the occurrence of anything to
justify so extreme an interference with the civil rights and
liberties of the whole community as the suspension of the
Habeas Corpus Act. And as regards Dunmanway in par-
ticular, with which I am more intimately connected and
more fully acquainted than with the other parts of the
county, I feel bound in justice to its most peaceful people
thus publicly to state that it would be a gross injustice to
their character to represent them as a lawless people, or
such as needed to be kept in order by the presence of a
British garrison. '

“That you were misinformed as to Dunmanway being
included amongst the places needing a * British garrison,’
must appear evident from the fact that no less than four
magistrates who reside in the parish of Dunmanway are
reported as present at the meeting. They, from their con-
stant residence among the people, and from their experience
at Petty Sessions, know full well that the people of this part
of the country were never more peaceful than they are at
the present time ; that they are quietly and industriously
attending to their own ordinary business, and in no way
conspiring either against the public peace or individual
rights.

“In the fulness of conviction, I venture to affirm that in
no county of Ireland and in no shire of England are the
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people more law-abiding than the inhabitants of Dunman-
way. Even during the present great national movement to
abolish unjust and cruel laws, they have not been carried
away by auy violent agitation ; they have even generally
stood aloof from the Land League; not indeed from any .
indifference to the great and necessary reforms needed in
the land laws of the country, but from their disapproval of
language used, and of principles propounded by prominent
members of the League. They rely on peaceful and con-
stitutional means to obtain the long delayed redress of their
patiently endured grievances. They anxiously, but peace-
fully and hopefully, looked forward to the meeting of Parlia-
ment, when they expect that those really great and truly
liberal statesmen, Gladstone, Bright, and Forster, will make
such a wholesome change in the land laws of the country
as will ensure the proper cultivation of the soil, the reclama-
tion of the vast waste lands, and the much-needed protec-
tion and encouragement to the hard working and badly
requited farmers. Such people have not forfeited their con-
stitutional rights, nor need they be ruled by a British
garrison.—Yours truly,
“ Joun CotTER, P.P.”

I will not do the common sense of English
readers the injustice to suppose that these
letters will carry less weight because they are
written by priests. I will only again recall to
their attention how a similar, and certainly a
more excusable panic, was met nearly a century
since by Protestant gentlemen who did not
allow their religious opinions to render them
unjust to their fellow-subjects,
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But here is another specimen of outrage
manufactured in the County Limerick :—

“ MANUFPACTURED OUTRAGES.—Much indignation has
been evinced by the farmers in the neighbourhood of
Drumbanna at the publication of a paragraph in a contem-
porary relative to the serving of threatening notices, for
which it is stated there was no foundation whatever. The
following has been handed to me, with a request that it
may be published in the Examiner .—¢At Drumbanna,
about two miles from Limerick city, a number of threatening
notices were discovered posted early yesterday (Sunday)
morning, to the effect that unless a farmer surrendered up
a farm of which he had lately got possession an untimely
fate awaited him. On the notices was the rude sketch of
a coffin. It is alleged that the man has lately taken over
a farm from which a farmer has been evicted for non-
payment of rent, the latter, however, obtaining £so for his
good-will of the place, a holding of some sixty acres, and
the incoming tenant paying some three years' rent due.’
The foregoing is substantially a fabrication from first to
last. Not a single threatening notice was found on the

day mentioned, nor any other, for the best of reasons,
that none were posted or written at all. There was no

occasion, nor any reason. The late tenant left the farm
entirely of his own accord, and was glad to obtain the
terms which the incoming tenant, a most respectable Catholic
Irishman, afforded. He paid not only £ 50, but altogether,
for rent and interest, up to £400 ; and it is a fact that he
and his predecessors parted as best of friends.”

But I might occupy the entire of the present
volume with cases of reported outrages which
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